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Luke 5 
 

Jesus Teaches From A Boat – Verses 1-3 

1  One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,[a] the people were crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there 
by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught 
the people from the boat. 

5:1 The multitude pressed around Him to hear the word of God: The large crowd showed the 
increasing popularity of Jesus as a teacher. The crowd was so big that Jesus got into one of the 
boats and taught the multitudes from the boat. The Lake of Gennesaret: This was another name for 
the Sea of Galilee, as it is more familiarly known. It was also sometimes called the Sea of Tiberias. 

5:2-3 Fishermen on the Sea of Galilee used nets, often bell-shaped ones with lead weights around 
the edges. A net would be thrown flat on to the water, and the lead weights would cause it to sink 
around the fish. Then the fishermen would pull on a cord, drawing the net around the fish. Nets had to 
be kept in good condition, so they would be washed to remove weeds and then mended. 

Peter Receives As Jesus Directs His Service – Verses 4-5 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the 
nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

5:4-5 He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets”: After Jesus had finished 
teaching, He wanted to do something good for Simon, who had lent Him the use of the boat. Peter 
could not give something to Jesus without Jesus giving even more back to him. As far as we can 
tell, Jesus was in the boat with them as He directed this. His presence gave confidence. “It is a 
blessed thing to see Christ sitting in the boat while you cast out the net.  

The Miraculous Catch Of Fish – Verses 6-7 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to 
break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they 
came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

5:6-7 Peter didn’t make excuses, and His faith in Jesus was well rewarded. Peter understood that he 

probably knew more about fishing than a carpenter did and that he had worked all night without any 

results. The only reason why Peter did what Jesus asked was because he believed in Jesus, not 

because the circumstances seemed right. When Jesus directs our work, it makes all the difference. 

We can work — even work hard — for a long time with no results. But when Jesus directs our work, 

we see results; and we always miss something great when we make excuses instead of allowing 

Jesus to direct our work. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25109a


Peter’s Reaction And The Call Of Four Disciples – Verses 8-11 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a 
sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had 
taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus 
said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their 
boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

5:8 Simon Peter was awestruck at this miracle, and his first response was to realize his own 
insignificance in comparison to this man’s greatness. Peter knew that Jesus had healed the sick and 
driven out demons, but he was amazed that Jesus cared about his day-to-day routine and understood 
his needs. God is interested not only in saving us but also in helping us in our daily activities.  

5:11 God has two requirements for coming to him. Like Peter, we must recognize our own sinfulness. 
Then, like these fishermen, we must realize that we can’t save ourselves and that we need help. If we 
know that Jesus is the only one who can help us, we will be ready to leave everything and follow him.  

5:11 This was the disciples’ second call. After the first call (Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20), Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John had gone back to fishing. They continued to watch Jesus, however, as he 
established his authority in the synagogue, healed the sick, and drove out demons. Here he also 
established his authority in their lives— he met them on their level and helped them in their work. 
From this point on, they left their nets and remained with Jesus. For us, following Jesus means more 
than just acknowledging him as Savior. We must leave our past behind and commit our future to him. 

Jesus Heals A Man With Leprosy – Verses 12-16 

12 While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy. 
When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are 
willing, you can make me clean.” 13 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am 
willing,” he said. “Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him. 14 Then Jesus ordered 
him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses 
commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 15 Yet the news about him spread all 
the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 
16 But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed. 

5:12 Leprosy was a feared disease because there was no known cure for it, and some forms of it 
were highly contagious. Leprosy had a similar emotional impact and terror associated with it as AIDS 
does today. (Sometimes called Hansen’s disease, leprosy still exists in a less contagious form that 
can be treated.) The priests monitored the disease, banishing lepers who were in a contagious stage 
to prevent the spread of infection and readmitting lepers whose disease was in remission. Because 
leprosy destroys the nerve endings, lepers often would unknowingly damage their fingers, toes, and 
noses. This man with leprosy had an advanced case, so he undoubtedly had lost much bodily tissue. 
Still, he believed that Jesus could heal him of every trace of the disease. And Jesus did just that, 
reaching out to touch this untouchable, contagious man in order to restore him.  

5:16 People were flocking to hear Jesus preach and to have their diseases healed, but Jesus made 
sure he often withdrew to quiet, solitary places to pray. Many things clamor for our attention, and we 
often run ourselves ragged attending to them. Like Jesus, however, we should take time to withdraw 
to a quiet and deserted place to pray. Strength comes from God, and we can only be strengthened by 
spending time with him. 



Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man – Verses 17-19 

17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They 
had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the 
Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat 
and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way 
to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through 
the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 

5:17 The religious leaders spent much time defining and discussing the huge body of religious 
tradition that had been accumulating for more than 400 years since the Jews’ return from exile. They 
were so concerned with these man-made traditions, in fact, that they often lost sight of Scripture. 
Here these leaders felt threatened because Jesus challenged their sincerity and because the people 
were flocking to him.  

5:18-19 In Bible times, houses were built of stone and had flat roofs made of mud mixed with straw. 
Outside stairways led to the roof. These men carried their friend up the stairs to the roof, where they 
took apart as much of the mud and straw mixture as was necessary to lower him in front of Jesus. 

Jesus Declares The Paralyzed Man’s Sins Forgiven – Verses 20-22 

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 21 The Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks 
blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and 
asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?  

5:18-20 It wasn’t the paralyzed man’s faith that impressed Jesus but the faith of his friends. Jesus 
responded to their faith and healed the man. For better or worse, our faith affects others. We cannot 
make another person a Christian, but we can do much through our words, actions, and love to give 
him or her a chance to respond. Look for opportunities to bring your friends to the living Christ.  

5:21 When Jesus told the paralyzed man his sins were forgiven, the Jewish leaders accused Jesus of 
blasphemy— claiming to be God or to do what only God can do. In Jewish law, blasphemy was 
punishable by death (Leviticus 24:16). In labeling Jesus’ claim to forgive sins blasphemous, the 
religious leaders showed they did not understand that Jesus is God, and that he has God’s power to 
heal both the body and the soul. Forgiveness of sins was a sign that the messianic age had come 
(Isaiah 40:2; Joel 2:32; Micah 7:18-19; Zechariah 13:1). 

Jesus Demonstrates The Power And Authority Of God Alone – Verses 23-26 

23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I want 
you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up in 
front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was 
amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen 
remarkable things today.” 

5:24 God offers the same forgiveness given to the paralytic to all who believe. Forgiveness means 
that a relationship has been renewed despite a wrong that has been done. But the act cannot be 
erased or changed. God’s forgiveness, however, goes far beyond human forgiveness, for it includes 
the “putting away” of sin in two ways: (1) The law and justice are satisfied because Jesus paid the 
penalty that sin deserved; thus, sins can no longer be held against a believer. (2) The guilt caused by 



sin is removed and replaced with Christ’s righteousness. Believers are so forgiven that, in God’s 
eyes, it is as if they had never sinned. Do you carry a heavy burden for sins you have committed? 
Confess all to Christ and receive ultimate forgiveness. 

Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners – Verses 27-32 

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 
29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax 
collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax 
collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

5:28-29 Levi left a lucrative, though probably dishonest, tax-collecting business to follow Jesus. Then 
he responded as Jesus would want all his followers to do. He held a banquet for his fellow tax 
collectors and other notorious “sinners” so they could meet Jesus too. Levi, who left behind a material 
fortune in order to gain a spiritual fortune, was proud to be associated with Jesus.  

5:30-32 The Pharisees wrapped their sin in respectability. They made themselves appear good by 
publicly doing good deeds and pointing at the sins of others. Jesus chose to spend time not with 
these proud, self-righteous religious leaders, but with people who sensed their own sin and knew that 
they were not good enough for God. In order to come to God, we must repent; in order to renounce 
our sin, we must first acknowledge it. 

Jesus Questioned About Fasting – Verses 33-39 

33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the 
Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking.” 34 Jesus answered, “Can you make the 
friends of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? 35 But the time will come when the 
bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will fast.” 36 He told them this 
parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new garment to patch an old one. Otherwise, they will 
have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old. 37 And no one 
pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will 
run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, new wine must be poured into new 
wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is 
better.’” 

5:35 Jesus knew his death was coming. After that time, fasting would be in order. Although he was 
fully human, Jesus knew he was God and knew why he had come— to die for the sins of the world.  

5:36-39 Wineskins were goatskins sewn together at the edges to form watertight bags. Because new 
wine expands as it ages, it had to be put in new, pliable wineskins. A used skin, having become more 
rigid, would burst and spill the wine. Like old wineskins, the Pharisees were too rigid to accept Jesus, 
who could not be contained in their traditions or rules. Christianity required new approaches, new 
traditions, new structures. Our church programs and ministries should not be so structured that they 
have no room for a fresh touch of the Spirit, a new method, or a new idea. We, too, must be careful 
that our hearts do not become so rigid that they prevent us from accepting new ways of thinking that 
Christ brings. We need to keep our hearts pliable so we can accept Jesus’ life-changing message. 


